
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Lewis and Clark County Commissioners Public Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 20, 2025, at 9:00
AM in Commission Chambers, Room 330.

It is the policy of the Board of County Commissioners to render a decision at a later date after they have had
ample time to consider all oral and written public testimony. The BoCC may render a final decision on the same
date if substantial new information is not received. Public comment must be limited to matters under the
jurisdiction of the Commission.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Consent Action Items

a. Public Meeting Minutes for February 20, 25, 27; March 4, 6, 2025. (Brandi Spangler)

b. Resolution 2025-19 to Authorize the County Attorney to Employ Special Counsel to
Assist in Prosecution of ADC-2023-181. (Nicho Hash)

3. Bid Award. Generator Replacement. (Audra Zacherl)

The Commissioners will consider awarding the bid.

4. Interlocal Agreement Between Lewis and Clark County and the City of Helena. (Sherryl
Martin)

The Commissioners will consider the Byrne Justice Assistant Grant (JAG) interlocal
agreement with the City of Helena in the amount of $11,574.  These funds will be used by the
Sheriff's Office for costs associated with the Missouri River Drug Task Force Deputy position. 
The agreement begins upon signature by both parties through September 30, 2027.

5. Amended Subdivision Application for the Buffalo Hills Estates Amended Subdivision -
Phase II, SUBD2025-006 (Applicant: Lori Shultz)(Planner: Phil Gonzalez)

The Commissioners will consider the application for preliminary approval of the Buffalo Hills
Estate Amended Subdivision - Phase II, to amend County Covenants.

6. Public comment on any public matter within the jurisdiction of the Commission that is
not on the agenda above.

7. Adjourn

ADA NOTICE



Lewis and Clark County is committed to providing access to persons with disabilities for its meetings, in compliance with Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act and the Montana Human Rights Act.  The County will not exclude persons with disabilities from participation at its
meetings or otherwise deny them County's services, programs, or activities.  Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate
in the County's meetings, services, programs, or activities should contact Keni Grose, as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange for
the requested accommodation, at any of the following:

(406)-447-8316 TTY Relay Service 1-800-253-4091 or 711

kgrose@lccountymt.gov 316 N Park, Room 303



ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
2-20-25 Meeting Minutes Attachment

2-25-25 Meeting Minutes Attachment

2-27-25 Meeting Minutes Attachment

3-4-25 Meeting Minutes Attachment

3-6-25 Meeting Minutes Attachment



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

February 20, 2025 
MINUTES 

 
The Lewis and Clark County Commissioners Public Meeting was held on Thursday, February 20, 2025, 
at 9:00 AM in Commission Chambers, Room 330. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Chair Candace Payne called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 
 
Commissioners Tom Rolfe and Andy Hunthausen were present. Others attending all or a portion of the 
meeting included Roger Baltz, Nicho Hash, Keegan Shea, Greg McNally, Kevin Horne, Dustin Noel, 
Angie Hubbard, Timothy Myles, Elaine Myles, TJ Graveley, and Brandi Spangler, Recording Secretary. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Everyone recited the pledge. 
 
Consent Action Items 
 
There were no consent action items. 
 
Resolution 2025-13 To Transfer Property Between Certain Governmental Entities. (Kevin Horne) 
 
[1:58] Kevin Horne, Road and Bridge Operations Manager, presented the resolution to transfer property 

between governmental entities for two snowplows for a market value of $50,000 to Broadwater 
County. Legal notice was published in the Helena Independent Record and no public comment 
was received. Staff recommends approval of the resolution. 

 
[5:05] TJ Graveley, Broadwater County Public Works Manager, looks forward to working with Lewis and 

Clark County and urges the Commission to approve. 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Rolfe. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Final Plat Application for the Amended Plat of Myles Minor Subdivision, SUBD2024-021. 
(Applicant: Timothy and Elaine Myles) (Planner: Rachel Ward) 



[10:20] Angie Hubbard, Planner II, presented an amended final plat application for the Myles Minor 
Subdivision. All 14 conditions of the preliminary approval for the amendment have been met. Staff 
recommends approval of the final plat application. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Rolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hunthausen. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Public comment on any public matter within the jurisdiction of the Commission that is not on 
the agenda above. 
 
Adjourn 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:18 am. 
 
Meeting minutes approved on _________________ 

 

LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Candace Payne, Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Tom Rolfe, Vice Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Andy Hunthausen, Member 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Amy Reeves, Clerk of the Board 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

February 25, 2025 
MINUTES 

 
This meeting has been cancelled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting minutes approved on _________________ 
 

LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Candace Payne, Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Tom Rolfe, Vice Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Andy Hunthausen, Member 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Amy Reeves, Clerk of the Board 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

February 27, 2025 
MINUTES 

 
The Lewis and Clark County Commissioners Public Meeting was held on Thursday, February 27, 2025, 
at 9:00 AM in Commission Chambers, Room 330. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Chair Candace Payne called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 
 
Commissioners Tom Rolfe and Andy Hunthausen were present. Others attending all or a portion of the 
meeting included Roger Baltz, Keegan Shea, Nicho Hash, Casey Hayes, Audra Zacherl, Christian 
Lehnert, Pam Attardo, Christal Ness, Jessica Makus, Beth Norberg, Connie Griffith, Marni Bentley, Eric 
Spangenberg, Jim Thomas, John Keller, and Brandi Spangler, Recording Secretary. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Everyone recited the pledge. 
 
Consent Action Items 
 
a. Vendor Claims Report for Week Ending February 28, 2025. (Marni Bentley) 
 
b. Public Meeting Minutes for February 4, 6, 11, 13, 2025. (Brandi Spangler) 
 
c. Yearly Fuel Tax Certification of Roadway Mileage. (Eric Spangenberg) 
 
[2:28] Roger Baltz, Chief Administrative Officer, reported on consent action items 2a-c and 

recommended approval. 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Rolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hunthausen. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Bid Opening, Rimini Water Distribution Services. (Casey Hayes) 
 
[5:16] Casey Hayes, Purchasing Officer, introduced Beth Norberg to address the Commission about the 

project. 
 
[5:50] Beth Norberg gave an overview of the project and what the project encompasses. She listed 

contaminates in the water and explained the water exchange for the residents. 
 
[9:36] Casey Hayes, Purchasing Officer, opened bids for the Rimini Water Distribution Services. There 
was one bid received from Big Spring Water of Bozeman, Montana in the amount of $25,935. Staff 



recommends taking the bid under advisement and coming back to the Commission with a 
recommendation on March 6, 2025. 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
Commissioner Hunthausen made a motion for staff to take the bid under advisement and come back to 
the Commission with a recommendation on March 6, 2025. Commissioner Rolfe seconded the motion. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Bid Opening. Highway 435 Crack, Chip, Paint. (Audra Zacherl) 
 
[13:57] Audra Zacherl, Public Works Assistant Director, opened bids for the Highway 435 Crack, Chip, 

and Paint Project. There were four bids received. The first bid was from Helena Sand and 
Gravel, Inc. of Helena, Montana in the amount of $534,420.75. The second bid was from United 
Materials of Great Falls, Inc. of Great Falls, Montana in the amount of $638,463.25. The third 
bid was from Bullock Contracting LLC of Boulder, Montana in the amount of $549,454.10. The 
final bid was from Pavement Services, Inc. of Columbia Falls, Montana in the amount of 
$589,697.97. Staff recommends taking the bids under advisement and coming back to the 
Commission with a recommendation on March 13, 2025. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
Commissioner Hunthausen made a motion for staff to take the bids under advisement and come back 
to the Commission with a recommendation on March 13, 2025. Commissioner Rolfe seconded the 
motion. The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Bid Opening. Murray MAU Replacement. (Audra Zacherl) 
 
[20:52] Audra Zacherl, Public Works Assistant Director, opened bids for the Murray Building Makeup Air 

Unit (MAU) Replacement. There was one bid received from Sleeping Giant Mechanical Inc. of 
Boulder, Montana in the amount of $175,976 with an additive alternate for $14,102. Staff 
recommends taking the bid under advisement and coming back to the Commission with a 
recommendation on March 13, 2025. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
Commissioner Rolfe made a motion for staff to take the bid under advisement and come back to the 
Commission with a recommendation on March 13, 2025. Commissioner Hunthausen seconded the 
motion. The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Resolution 2025-14 Organizing the Helena Valley Mosquito District Board.(Christian Lehnert) 
 
[28:37] Christian Lehnert, Noxious Weed and Mosquito Supervisor, presented a resolution organizing 

the Helena Valley Mosquito District Board. Staff recommends approval of the resolution as 
presented, reviewed and approved by the Lewis and Clark County Helena Valley Mosquito 
District Board. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Rolfe. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Approval of Helena Valley Mosquito District Bylaw Update. (Christian Lehnert) 
 
[35:07] Christian Lehnert, Noxious Weed and Mosquito Supervisor, presented updated bylaws for the 

Helena Valley Mosquito District Board. Staff recommends approval of the resolution as 



presented, reviewed and approved by the Lewis and Clark County Helena Valley Mosquito 
District Board. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Rolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hunthausen. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Resolution 2025-15 Organizing the Craig-Wolf Creek Mosquito District Board. (Christian 
Lehnert) 
 
[38:46] Christian Lehnert, Noxious Weed and Mosquito Supervisor, presented a resolution organizing 

the Craig-Wolf Creek Mosquito District Board. Staff recommends approval of the resolution as 
presented, reviewed and approved by the Lewis and Clark County Craig-Wolf Creek Mosquito 
District Board. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Rolfe. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Approval of Craig-Wolf Creek Mosquito District Bylaw Update. (Christian Lehnert) 
 
[43:10] Christian Lehnert, Noxious Weed and Mosquito Supervisor, presented updated bylaws for the 

Craig-Wolf Creek Mosquito District Board. Staff recommends approval of the resolution as 
presented, reviewed and approved by the Lewis and Clark County Craig-Wolf Creek Mosquito 
District Board. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Rolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hunthausen. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Letter of Intent for Grant Application to the Treacy Foundation for the Unionville Schoolhouse 
Rehabilitation. (Pam Attardo) 
 
[45:46] Pam Attardo, Historic Preservation Officer, presented a Letter of Intent to submit a grant 

application to the Treacy Foundation for the Unionville Schoolhouse Rehabilitation Project in the 
amount of $40,000. Staff recommends approval of the Letter of Intent. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Rolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hunthausen. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Order an Investigation for the Petition to Abandon Roads in the Rumping Addition to Marysville. 
(Christal Ness) 
 
[54:10] Christal Ness, Development Services Supervisor, presented a request to order an investigation 

report into the road abandonment petition for the Rumping Addition to Marysville to abandon 
non-built roads and dedicate an easement for the existing road. Staff recommends approval of 
the investigation and to appoint Jenny Chambers, Christal Ness, and one County Commissioner 
to conduct the investigation. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 



A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Rolfe. 
The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Board Appointment. (Roger Baltz) 
 
[1:02:44] Roger Baltz, Chief Administrative Officer, presented a board appointment to the Information 

Technology and Services Board and recommended the Commissioners consider the 
candidate for a term that will expire January 31, 2027. This is a joint appointment, and the City 
of Helena appointed the applicant for a second term. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
Commissioner Rolfe made a motion to appoint Gary Myers to the Information Technology and Services 
Board to a term that will expire January 31, 2027. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Hunthausen. The motion Passed on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Public comment on any public matter within the jurisdiction of the Commission that is not on 
the agenda above. 
 
[1:05:14] Jim Thomas, Marsh Creek Road in Canyon Creek, addressed what he states is attacks 

against another resident, Wendy Adamson, through a letter sent to the County 
Commissioners by an attorney Everhardt. He listed qualities and duties of Ms. Adamson. He 
is not speaking with intent of action of the board, he just wanted to provide his thoughts on the 
letter the Commission received. 

 
[1:15:42] John Keller, Marsh Creek Road in Canyon Creek is wondering if the redress is under the 

County Commissioners purview. The petition was received by the Commission office and 
passed on to the County Attorney. 

 
Adjourn 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:17 am. 
Meeting minutes approved on _________________ 

 

LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Candace Payne, Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Tom Rolfe, Vice Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Andy Hunthausen, Member 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Amy Reeves, Clerk of the Board 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

March 4, 2025 
MINUTES 

 
The Lewis and Clark County Commissioners Public Meeting was held on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 
9:00 AM in Commission Chambers, Room 330. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Chair Candace Payne called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Andy Hunthausen was present. Commissioner Rolfe was out of the office. Others 
attending all or a portion of the meeting included Roger Baltz, Keegan Shea, Nicho Hash, Audra 
Zacherl, Kevin Horne, Jennifer McBroom, Greg McNally, Drenda Niemann, Laurel Riek, Casey Hayes, 
Kari DesRosier, Betsy Kirkeby, Ann McCauley, Ron Bartsch, and Brandi Spangler, Recording 
Secretary. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Everyone recited the pledge. 
 
Announcement 
 
a. Staff Recognition. (Drenda Niemann) 
 
[2:05] Drenda Niemann, Public Health Officer, introduced Laurel Riek and listed her successes working 

for Lewis and Clark County. 
 
Commissioner Payne presented a certificate celebrating the retirement of Laurel Riek. 
 
Consent Action Items 
 
a. Resolution 2025-16 Declaring County Property Surplus Property. (Jen Garber) 
 
[12:40] Roger Baltz, Chief Administrative Officer, reported on consent action item 2a and recommended 

approval. 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Payne. 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 



Bid Opening. 2025 Paint Striping. (Audra Zacherl) 
 
[14:38] Audra Zacherl, Public Works Assistant Director, presented a bid opening for the 2025 Paint 

Striping. Two bids were received. The first bid was from Highmark Traffic Services Inc. of 
Billings, Montana in the amount of $117,504. The second bid was from Solo Marking LLC of 
Billings, Montana in the amount of $125,664. Staff recommends taking the bids under 
advisement and coming back with a recommendation on March 18, 2025. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
Commissioner Hunthausen made a motion for staff to take the bids under advisement and come back 
with a recommendation on March 18, 2025. Commissioner Payne seconded the motion. The motion 
Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Resolution 2025-17 Setting Seasonal Weight Limits on Specific Roads Under the Jurisdiction of 
Lewis and Clark County. (Kevin Horne) 
 
[18:43] Kevin Horne, Public Works Operations Manager, presented a resolution setting seasonal weight 

limits on specific roads under Lewis and Clark County Jurisdiction from March 1 through May 
31, annually. Staff recommends approval of the resolution. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Payne. 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Resolution 2025-18 Setting Permanent Weight Limits on Specific Roads Under the Jurisdiction 
of Lewis and Clark County. (Kevin Horne) 
 
[28:07] Kevin Horne, Public Works Operations Manager, presented a resolution setting permanent 

weight limits on specific roads under Lewis and Clark County Jurisdiction. Staff recommends 
approval of the resolution. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Payne. 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Amendment No. 1 to Grant Award Between Lewis and Clark County and the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. (Jennifer McBroom) 
 
[32:30] Jennifer McBroom, Water Quality Protection District Program Supervisor, presented an 

amendment to a grant award with the Montana Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation to extend the project period for the Grizzly Gulch Placer Mine Reclamation Project 
to December 31, 2026. Staff recommends approval of the amendment. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Payne. 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Grant Award Between Lewis and Clark County and Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality. (Jennifer McBroom) 



 
[38:02] Jennifer McBroom, Water Quality Protection District Program Supervisor, presented a grant 

award from the Montana Department of Environmental Quality Hard Rock Mining Bureau in the 
amount of $10,000 for the Grizzly Gulch Placer Mine Reclamation Project. The grant period is 
upon signature through December 31, 2025. Staff recommends approval of the grant award. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Payne. 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Contract Between Lewis and Clark County and RESPEC Company, LLC. ( Jennifer McBroom) 
 
[44:18] Jennifer McBroom, Water Quality Protection District Program Supervisor, presented a contract 

with RESPEC Company LLC for design and construction management services for the Grizzly 
Gulch Placer Mine Reclamation Project in the amount of $20,628. The contract period is from 
January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025. Staff recommends approval of the project. 

 
[48:28] Casey Hayes, Purchasing Officer, pointed out a couple typos within the document that needed to 

be amended. He commended the consultant on this project for their patience going through this 
process. 

 
No public comment was received. 
 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Payne. 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Subdivision Improvements Agreement Extension Request for Amended Plat of Lot 4P-A of The 
First Amendment of Heron Creek Subdivision Phases 1, 2, & 3, otherwise known as the Heron 
Creek Major Subdivision, Phases 4, 5, and 6. (Applicant: Sussex Development, Inc.) (Planner: 
Greg McNally) 
 
[53:53] Greg McNally, Community Development and Planning Director, presented a request for an 

extension of the subdivision improvements agreement for Heron Creek Subdivision for the 
wastewater treatment improvements until February 8, 2026. Staff recommends the approval of 
the extension. 

 
[57:33] Ron Bartsch, Sussex Development, explained the waste treatment system, add ons, and the 

reason for delays. 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner Payne. 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Public comment on any public matter within the jurisdiction of the Commission that is not on 
the agenda above. 
 
Adjourn 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:12 am. 
 



Meeting minutes approved on _________________ 
 

LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Candace Payne, Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Tom Rolfe, Vice Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Andy Hunthausen, Member 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Amy Reeves, Clerk of the Board 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

March 6, 2025 
MINUTES 

 
The Lewis and Clark County Commissioners Public Meeting was held on Thursday, March 6, 
2025, at 9:00 AM in Commission Chambers, Room 330. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Chair Candace Payne called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Andy Hunthausen was present. Commissioner Rolfe was out of the office. 
Others attending all or a portion of the meeting included Roger Baltz, Keegan Shea, Jenny 
Chambers, Casey Hayes, Beth Norberg, Roy Murray, Christian Eichler, and Brandi Spangler, 
Recording Secretary. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Everyone recited the pledge. 
 
Consent Action Items 
 
There were no consent action items.  
 
Bid Opening. Generator Replacement. (Jenny Chambers) 
 
[2:11] Jenny Chambers, Public Works Director, opened bids for the Generator Replacement for the 

Murray Building. Four bids were received. The first bid was from Central Electric of Billings, 
Montana in the amount of $222,650 with additive alternate #1 of $2,000 and additive alternate 
#2 of $5,000. The second bid was from Eagle Electric Inc of Helena, Montana in the amount 
of $179,400 with additive alternate #1 of $2,001 and additive alternate #2 of 4,750. The third 
bid was from Third Element of Helena, Montana in the amount of $157,562 plus $1,250 for a 
total base bid of $158,812 with additive alternate #1 of $1,276 and additive alternate #2 of 
$3,968. The fourth and final bid was from Epic Electric of Helena, Montana in the amount of 
$189,348 with additive alternate #1 of $1,822 and additive alternate #2 of $5,195. Staff 
recommends taking the bids under advisement and coming back with a recommendation on 
March 20, 2025. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
[8:02] Roy Murray, Third Element, explained why they put the line item where they did in the bid. 

Ms. Chambers adds $1,250 to the base bid for the item line and explained this is why it is 
important to take bids under advisement to take a close look at each bid. 



 
Commissioner Hunthausen made a motion for staff to take the bids under advisement and come 
back with a recommendation on March 20, 2025. Commissioner Payne seconded the motion. 
 
The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Bid Award. Rimini Water Distribution Services Invitation for Bids. (Casey Hayes) 
 
[13:00] Casey Hayes, Purchasing Officer, presented a bid award for the Rimini Water Distribution 

Services to Big Spring Water of Bozeman, Montana in the amount of $25,935. Staff 
recommends approval of the bid award. 

 
[16:45] Beth Norberg, Environmental Health, does not know where Big Spring Water gets their 

water. 
 
No public comment was received. 
 
A motion to Approve was made by Commissioner Hunthausen and seconded by Commissioner 
Payne. The motion Passed on a 2-0 vote. 
 
Public comment on any public matter within the jurisdiction of the Commission that is not 
on the agenda above. 
 
Adjourn 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:19 am. 
 
Meeting minutes approved on _________________ 

 

LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Candace Payne, Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Tom Rolfe, Vice Chair 
 
 

 
_________________________ 
Andy Hunthausen, Member 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Amy Reeves, Clerk of the Board 



ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Resolution 2025-19 Resolution



RESOLUTION 2025 - 19 

 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY ATTORNEY TO EMPLOY SPECIAL 

COUNSEL TO ASSIST IN PROSECUTION OF ADC-2023-181 

 

WHEREAS, the County Attorney requires general prosecutorial assistance in the prosecution of 

State of Montana v. Thomas Joseph Brennan, pending in the Montana First Judicial District Court, 

Lewis and Clark County; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is desired and deemed appropriate that a special deputy county attorney(s) be 

appointed to assist in the prosecution of the aforementioned case; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mont. Code Ann. § 44-4-111 authorizes and contemplates the training coordinator for 

county attorneys and the bureau chief of Prosecution Services Bureau (together with the deputies of 

said bureau) act as special counsel on request of the county attorney and upon the approval of the 

board of county commissioners; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is desired and deemed appropriate that Jessica Best and John Nesbitt be appointed 

as special deputy county attorneys to assist in the prosecution of the aforementioned case; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mont. Code Ann. § 2-15-501(6) authorizes the Attorney General to provide assistance 

to county attorneys in the discharge of their duties,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  

 

1. That the attorneys assigned to the Prosecution Services Bureau of the Department of Justice 

are hereby appointed as special deputy county attorneys for Lewis and Clark County for the 

purpose of assisting in the prosecution of the aforementioned case and that any of said 

deputies can fulfill the functions set out in Mont. Code Ann. § 44-4-103.  

2. That under the terms of this agreement, no fee will be charged for attorney time provided by 

the Bureau.  Assistance in such cases is provided without an hourly fee.  Witness fees and 

expenses, jury costs, and other normal costs associated with trial will be the County’s 

responsibility as with all other prosecutions.  

 

Dated this ______ day of March, 2025. 

 

LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY  

       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Candace Payne, Chair 

 

 

ATTEST: 
 

__________________________ 

Amy Reeves, Clerk of the Board 



Bid Award. Generator Replacement. (Audra Zacherl)

Presented By:

Summary:
The Commissioners will consider awarding the bid.

Legal Review Required:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Memo Staff Report

BOCC Letter of Award Contract



 
 

LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
 

Public Works Department 
 

 

 

DATE: March 20, 2025 

 

TO: 

 

Board of County Commissioners  

 

FROM: 

 

Audra Zacherl, Assistant Director 

 

RE: 

 

Bid Award Murray Generator Replacement 

 

On March 6th, four bids were opened for the Murray Generator Replacement Project.  The 

Project generally consists of replacing the generator and automatic transfer switch for the 

Michael A. Murray Building that operates as a health and medical facility.   

 

Of the four bids received, one was disqualified from consideration because the bidder included 

detailed exclusions from the base bid that were specifically addressed in Addendum #1 to be 

included.  

 

Funding for this project is from an American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant and work is 

anticipated to take place late summer of 2025.  

 

Staff recommends awarding both the Base Bid amount of $179,400 and the 10-year 

comprehensive warranty Additive Alternate No. 1 for $4,750 to Eagle Electric, Inc. for a total 

contract amount of $184,150 and authorize the Chair to sign all applicable contract 

documents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audra Zacherl, M.A.F.M., C.P.A. 

Assistant Director          

(406) 447-8035 Desk 

(406) 447-8033 Fax 

         3402 Cooney Drive 

Helena, Montana   59602 
 

       azacherl@lccountymt.gov 



 

 

 
             
           
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Andy Hunthausen Candace Payne Tom Rolfe   
 

City County Building    316 North Park Avenue    Helena, Montana  59623    Phone 406.447.8304    Fax 406.447.8370 

 
 
 
March 20, 2025 

 

 

 

Troy Brandt 

Eagle Electric, Inc. 

PO Box 5324 

Helena, MT  59604 

 

RE:  Bid Award Murray Generator Replacement 

 

Dear Mr. Brandt: 

 

You are being notified that Eagle Electric, Inc. is the successful bidder for the Murray Generator 

Replacement Project.   

 

The Contract award is for the Base Bid in the amount of $179,400.00 and the Additive Alternate 

#2 in the amount of $4,750.00 for the Project as shown in the drawings and specifications with a 

ten year comprehensive warranty for a total sum of $184,150. 

 

Thank you for participating in our procurement process. We look forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Candace Payne, Chair 

Board of County Commissioners 

 



Interlocal Agreement Between Lewis and Clark County and the City of Helena. (Sherryl Martin)

Presented By:

Summary:
The Commissioners will consider the Byrne Justice Assistant Grant (JAG) interlocal agreement with the City
of Helena in the amount of $11,574.  These funds will be used by the Sheriff's Office for costs associated with
the Missouri River Drug Task Force Deputy position.  The agreement begins upon signature by both parties
through September 30, 2027.

Legal Review Required:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Staff Memo Staff Report

Interlocal Agreement Agreement



Sherryl Martin Law & Justice Center, Room 311 
Finance Coordinator          406 Fuller Avenue 
(406) 447-8258 Office   Helena, Montana 59601 
(406) 449-8452 Fax        smartin@lccountymt.gov 

 
 

Lewis and Clark County 
Sheriff’s Office 

 

 

MEMO 
 
To: Board of County Commissioners 

From: Sherryl Martin 

Date: March 20,2025 

RE: 2024 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program Award 

 
Before you for your consideration is an Interlocal Agreement between the City of Helena 
and Lewis and Clark County for the 2024 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program 
Award.  
 

The Lewis & Clark County Sheriff’s Office has two (2) full-time sworn deputies 
assigned to the Missouri River Drug Task Force (MRDTF).  A portion of one of the 
officer’s salary is covered through the Edward Memorial Byrne Grant and the 
remaining salary costs are covered by the Lewis & Clark County Sheriff’s Office.   
   
Outlined below is the Lewis & Clark County Sheriff’s Office proposal for JAG funds 
in the amount of $11,574.00 for the period of October 1, 2024, through September 
30, 2025.  JAG funding will cover approximately 14% of the regular salary (not 
including benefits) for one full-time sworn MRDTF Deputy Sheriff Investigator.   
 
Deputy’s Hourly Salary: $40.50/Hour  
Hours:  285.78 Hours 
Total Salaries:  $11,574 
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THE STATE OF MONTANA 

 

COUNTY OF LEWIS AND CLARK 

 

 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF HELENA, MONTANA 

AND LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY, MONTANA 

 

2024 BYRNE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM AWARD 

 

This Agreement is made and entered into this    day of    , by and between LEWIS 

AND CLARK COUNTY, MONTANA, acting by and through its governing body, the Board of County 

Commissioners (“County”), and the CITY OF HELENA, MONTANA, acting by and through its governing body, 

the Helena City Commission, (“City”), both of Lewis and Clark County, State of Montana: 

 

WHEREAS, this Agreement is made under the authority of §7-11-101, et. seq., MCA: and 

 

WHEREAS, each governing body, in performing governmental functions or in paying for the performance 

of governmental functions hereunder, shall make that performance or those payments from current revenues legally 

available to that party: and 

 

WHEREAS, each governing body finds that the performance of this Agreement is in the best interests of 

both parties, that the undertaking will benefit the public, and that the division of costs fairly compensates the 

performing party for the services or functions under this agreement: and 

 

WHEREAS, the CITY agrees to provide the COUNTY $11,574 from the JAG award for the Lewis and 

Clark County MRDTF Byrne Task Force Program: and 

 

WHEREAS, the CITY and COUNTY believe it to be in their best interests to reallocate the JAG funds. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the COUNTY and CITY agree as follows: 

 

Section 1. 

 

CITY agrees to pay COUNTY a total of $11,574 of the JAG funds. 

 

Section 2. 

 

COUNTY agrees to use $11,574 for the Lewis and Clark County MRDTF Byrne Task Force Program until 

September 30, 2027. 

 

Section 3. 

 

Nothing in the performance of this Agreement shall impose any liability for claims against COUNTY, other 

than claims for which liability may be imposed by §2-9-101, et seq., MCA. 

 

Section 4. 

 

Nothing in the performance of this Agreement shall impose any liability for claims against CITY, other than 

claims for which liability may be imposed by the §2-9-101, et seq., MCA. 
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Section 5. 

 

Each party to this agreement is responsible for its own actions in providing services under this agreement 

and shall not be liable for any civil liability that may arise from the furnishing of the services by the other party. 

 

Section 6. 

 

The parties to this Agreement do not intend for any third party to obtain a right by virtue of this Agreement. 

 

Section 7. 

 

By entering into this Agreement, the parties do not intend to create any obligations, express or implied other, 

than those set out herein; further, this Agreement shall not create any rights in any party not a signatory hereto. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this instrument the day and year first above 

written. 

 

CITY OF HELENA, MONTANA 

 
 

By                    

         Tim Burton, City Manager 

 

      Date        

ATTEST: 

 

By             

      Dannai Clayborn, City Clerk      Date 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

By             

     Rebecca Dockter, City Attorney     Date 

 

LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY, MONTANA 

 

By             

     Candace Payne, Board Chair      Date 

 

ATTEST: 

 

By             

     Amy Reeves, Clerk of the Board     Date 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

By             

     Kevin Downs, County Attorney     Date 

 

 

Note:  By law, the City and County Attorney Offices may only advise or approve contracts or legal documents on 

behalf of their clients. It may not advise or approve contracts or legal documents on behalf of other parties.  Their 

review view of this document was conducted solely from the legal perspective of their clients.  Their approval of this 

document was offered solely for the benefit of their clients.  Other parties should not rely on this approval and should 

seek review and approval by their own respective attorneys. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Date: March 7, 2025 
To:  Board of County Commissioners 
From: Phil Gonzalez, Planner II 

RE: Buffalo Hills Estates Amended Subdivision- Phase II, SUBD2025-006 

Owner/ Applicant: 
Lori Shultz 
PO BOX 245 
Augusta, MT 59410 

County Commission Hearing: March 14, 2025 @ 11:00 A.M., Augusta Community Center  

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
For consideration is the amended Subdivision, to be known as Buffalo Hills Estates Amended 
Subdivision – Phase II. If approved, existing County Covenant #19 will be removed from the 
Subdivisions County Covenants, a restriction that prohibits the keeping of livestock and other 
animals on lots within the Subdivision. Allowing for property owners to have and keep horses 
on lots within the Subdivision.  

II. REQUEST:
The Applicant has requested the following: 

1. Approval of the removal of recorded County Covenant (Doc# 3140591) #19, which
restricts the keeping of livestock and other animals on all lots within the Subdivision.

III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends APPROVAL of the proposed Amended Subdivision application subject to the 
conditions of approval based on the recommend findings of fact included in this Staff Report.  
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IV. LOCATION:
The proposed amended subdivision is south of Bench Mark Rd., southwest of Augusta, S18, T20 
N, R06, P.M.M., Lewis and Clark County, Montana) (COS 3140590) 

V. EXISTING DEVELOPMENT AND USES:

Adjacent Land Uses 
North: Agricultural  
South: Agricultural 
East: Agricultural/ Residential 
West: Agricultural 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT:
Two Public Comments Received. (Exhibit B) 

VII. PROJECT BACKGROUND:
A proposed amended subdivision, to be known as the Buffalo Hills Estates Amended Subdivision 
– Phase II (Exhibit C), has been submitted to Lewis and Clark County for review.  If approved, the
existing subdivision would have a County Covenant removed. Recorded Subdivision County
Covenant #19 (Doc #3140591) (Exhibit D) states, “The raising, keeping, or confinement of
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livestock, with the exception of animals used for 4-H, is prohibited (Note: Lots 21, 22, 23, and 27 
are excluded from this covenant).” The applicant seeks to have County Covenant #19 removed.  
 
The Buffalo Hills Estates Subdivision – Phase II was originally platted in 2007. The Subdivision 
contains 19 residential lots varying from 3-20 acres in size. Lot #21, #22, #23, and #27 (lots 
excluded from County Covenants #19) are the larger lots of the subdivision between 13-20 
acres in size.  
 
The Buffalo Hills Estates Subdivision – Phase II in addition contains recorded private covenants 
(Doc# 3140592) (Exhibit E). Relevant Covenant #7 states: “Animals: No more than two horses 
may be kept year-round per lot. No other animals, livestock, pigs, poultry or fowl of any kind 
shall be raised, bred or kept on any tracts, except that dogs, cats or other household pets may 
be kept, provided that they are not kept, bred or maintained for any commercial purpose. The 
Homeowners Association shall have the power to limit the grazing on all lots if the lots are being 
overgrazed. Lots 21, 22, 23, 26 and 27 will be exempt from the two-horse rule but will have a 
limit of no more than 8 horses or mules per lot.” Thus, approval of this Amended Subdivision 
application would allow all residents within Phase II to have at least two (2) horses per lot, 
though no other livestock animals with the exception of cats and dogs or household pets.  
 
In addition, Buffalo Hills Estates Subdivision - Phase I (Exhibit F), which is adjacent to Phase II 
and share the internal road network, was originally platted in 1999 and contains 11 lots that 
vary in size from 3.8 to 5.2 acres. Buffalo Hills Estates Phase I has recorded County Covenants 
(DOC# 610848) (Exhibit G). These Covenants do not make restrictive reference to livestock, 
horses, etc. Phase I does have private covenants (Doc# 610847) (Exhibit H), with a similar 
Covenant related to animals as the Phase II Subdivision. Covenant #7 states, “Animals: No more 
than two horses may be kept year-round per lot. No other animals, livestock, pigs, poultry or 
fowl of any kind shall be raised, bred or kept on any tracts, except that dogs, cats or other 
household pets may be kept, provided that they are not kept, bred or maintained for any 
commercial purpose. The Homeowners Association shall have the power to limit the grazing on 
all lots if the lots are being overgrazed.” As a result all lots within Phase I are able to keep at 
least two (2) horses at this moment, all other types of livestock are not allowed with the 
exception of cats, dogs and other household pets.  
 
 

VIII. STAFF ANALYSIS: 
The proposed Amended Subdivision is not located in any zone district; therefore, the Amended 
Subdivision will not violate any zoning regulations.  
 
On February 15, 2004, the County Commission adopted the County Wide Growth Policy. The 
Planning Area Priorities explores Augusta and the provide short term priorities that are specific 
to the area and reflect aspirations of the residents within that community. Four areas of 
concern within the Augusta Planning Area Priorities include road maintenance, fire protection, 
adequate police protection and noxious weeds. The proposed amended Subdivision will not 
conflict with these Planning Area Priorities.  
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IX. CRITERIA FOR REVIEW: 

In accordance with 76-3-608(3), MCA, a subdivision proposal must undergo review for impacts 
on the following primary criteria: 1. agriculture; 2. agricultural water user facilities; 3. local 
services (water, wastewater, solid waste, utilities, roads, traffic, schools, emergency services, 
and parkland); 4. the natural environment; 5. wildlife; 6. wildlife habitat; 7. public health and 
safety; 8. compliance with the County’s subdivision regulations; 9. compliance with survey 
requirements; 10. the provision of easements within and to the proposed subdivision for the 
location and installation of any planned utilities; and 11. the provision of legal and physical 
access to each parcel within the proposed subdivision.  Listed below are the Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions regarding each primary criterion. 
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS: 

 
IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURE 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  
 
1. Per Chapter XI.T of the County Subdivision Regulations, all subdivisions must be designed to 

avoid or mitigate any significant adverse impacts on agriculture.  
 
The subject Subdivision currently has covenants (DOC 3140591) informing property owners, 
“That agricultural operations may occur in the vicinity. Such activities may occur at varying 
times and seasons and include, but are not limited to, the operation of machinery, the 
pasturing and feeing of livestock, irrigation, and the application of fertilizers, herbicides, and 
pesticides to fields.”  

 
 
CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on Agriculture.  
 
IMPACTS ON AGRICULTURAL WATER USERS 
  
FINDINGS OF FACT:  

 
1. Per Chapter XI.T of the County Subdivision Regulations, all subdivisions must be designed to 

avoid or mitigate any significant adverse impacts on agricultural water users or agricultural 
water facilities. 

   
No new Subdivision of lots is being considered as part of this Subdivision application. The 
subject Subdivision currently has covenants (DOC 3140591) informing property owners, 
“That agricultural operations may occur in the vicinity. Such activities may occur at varying 
times and seasons and include, but are not limited to, the operation of machinery, the 
pasturing and feeing of livestock, irrigation, and the application of fertilizers, herbicides, and 
pesticides to fields.”  
 

 
CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on agricultural 
water users.   
 
 
IMPACTS ON LOCAL SERVICES 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT REGARDING WATER & WASTEWATER: 
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1. Per Chapter XI.M.1 of the County Subdivision Regulations, all water supply systems 
(including individual wells, shared wells, multi-user, and public water supply systems) shall 
meet applicable regulations and design standards of the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Department of Public Health and Environmental 
Quality (DPHHS), and comply with existing water rights and water rights regulations. The 
proposed method of supplying domestic water to each lot in the subdivision must comply 
with the applicable current Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM). By this reference these 
DEQ standards are incorporated into and made a part of these regulations. Unless defined 
elsewhere in these regulations, the terms used in these standards will have the meanings 
assigned to the in ARM.  

 
The existing subdivision contains an E.Q. #07-2822 detailing approvals from the Department 
of Environmental Quality for water and wastewater treatment facilities. No new review is 
required as part of this amended Subdivision application.    
 

2. Per Chapter XI.N.2 of the County Subdivision Regulations, the means of wastewater 
treatment shall be subject to approval by the governing body.  

 
The existing subdivision contains an E.Q. #07-2822 detailing approvals from the Department 
of Environmental Quality for water and wastewater treatment facilities. No new review is 
required as part of this amended Subdivision application.    
 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT REGARDING MAIL DELIVERY:  
 
1. Per Chapter XI.J.1. of the County Subdivision Regulations, if mail delivery will not be to each 
individual lot within the subdivision, the developer shall provide an off-street area for mail 
delivery within the Subdivision, in cooperation with the United States Post Office. 
 
As the Subdivision is currently existing no new mail delivery is being proposed as part of the 
subdivision.  
 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT REGARDING UTILITIES:  
 
1. Per Chapter XI.Q.1 of the County Subdivision Regulations, Easements within and to the 
proposed subdivision shall be provided for utilities in all locations where utilities are installed 
and where needed for future extensions of service.  

 
As the amended Subdivision application is not creating new lots that require utilities, and all 
existing lots have utilities installed, no new utilities are required as part of the application. 
 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT REGARDING ROADS AND TRAFFIC:   
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1. Per Chapter XI.H.1 of the County Subdivision Regulations, roads located within a 

subdivision, shall meet appropriate County design specifications in the Lewis and Clark 
County Public Works Manual.   

 
The existing Subdivision internal road network currently meets County design specification 
in the Lewis and Clark County Public Works Manual, no new roads are being considered for 
this application.  

 
2. Per Chapter XI.H.6, all roads shall be designated as county road easements, and shall be 

shown and described as such on the final plat.  
 
No new road or county road easements are being considered as part of this amended 
subdivision application.  
 

3. Per Chapter XI.I.3 of the County Subdivision Regulations, the subdivider must provide proof 
that all easements are county road easements.  

 
All roads within the Subdivision are currently County Road easements and shown on the 
final plat as County Road easements. 
 

4. Per Chapter XI.I.6 of the County Subdivision Regulations, street or road signs and traffic 
control devices, when appropriate, shall be placed at all intersections by the developer.  
Traffic control devices and placement shall be consistent with the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices, available from the County Public Works Department.   
 
The Subdivision road names and lot addresses have already been reviewed and assigned, no 
new road names or addresses are being considered as part of this amended Subdivision 
application.  
 

 
CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on Local Services.  
 
 
IMPACTS ON THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  

 
1. Per Chapter XI.V of the County Subdivision Regulations any subdivider causing one or more 

acres of ground disturbance is required to contact the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) to obtain a Montana Pollution Discharge Elimination System (MPDES) permit. All 
requirements and specifications of the permit shall be met prior to final plat approval unless 
the Subdivider financially guarantees the completion of the permit. 
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The amended Subdivision application is not proposing the disturbance of one or more acres 
of ground disturbances, as a result a MPDES permit will not be required.  

 
2. Per Chapter XI.U of the County Subdivision Regulations and pursuant to Section 7-22-2121, 

MCA of the County Weed Law, anyone significantly disturbing soil must submit a written 
weed management and re-vegetation plan to the County Weed District.  The plan shall be 
approved and certified by the County Weed District prior to any soil disturbance.  All 
requirements and specifications of an approved plan shall be met prior to approval of the 
final Subdivision plat. An approved weed management plan shall remain in effect for the 
five-year management period, regardless of any changes in property ownership.   
 
The amended Subdivision application is not proposing the significant disturbance of soil, as 
a result an approved weed management plan will not be required. 

 
 
CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on the Natural 
Environment.  
 
 
IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE  
 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  
 
1. Per Chapter XI.X. of the County Subdivision Regulations, it can be recommended if issues of 

wildlife are raised during the review process, the BOCC may require “wildlife friendly” 
fencing as a condition of approval.  

 
As the Subdivision has already been established and developed no new areas are being 
considered for subdivision that could have impacts on wildlife. 

 
CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on Wildlife. 
 
 
IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE HABITAT 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  
 
1. Per Chapter XI.L.3.d of the County Subdivision Regulations, it is recommended that the use 

of native vegetation acknowledge certain plant species’ relative attractiveness to wildlife 
when revegetating an area to stabilize a slope after grading. 
 
As the Subdivision has long been established and developed no new areas are being 
considered for subdivision that could have impacts on wildlife habitat. 
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CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on Wildlife Habitat. 
 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  
 
1. Per Chapter XI.A.2 of the County Subdivision Regulations, all subdivision applications must 

also be in compliance with these Subdivision Regulations and the review procedures 
contained in these Subdivision Regulations.  
 
The proposed Subdivision meets all Subdivision Regulations, and it will remain in 
compliance with these Regulations if all conditions of approval are satisfied. 

  
2. The existing Subdivision contains filed restrictive covenants (Doc. 3140591) placing 

restrictions upon the lots within the Subdivision at the time of final plat.  
 
Approval of the Subdivision Application shall require modifications to the filed restrictive 
covenants (Doc. 3140591) and the modified covenants be filled with the Clerk and 
Recorder. 
 

 
Condition of Approval No. 1, 2, 3 is required to address compliance with Subdivision 
Regulations.  
 
Condition of Approval No. 1 mitigates impacts under Finding No. 2. 
Condition of Approval No. 2 mitigates impacts under Finding No. 1. 
Condition of Approval No. 3 mitigates impacts under Finding No. 1. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: Compliance with Subdivision Regulations, as set forth in the Findings of Fact, will 
be addressed by the imposed Condition of Approval, based upon the record, when satisfactorily 
completed.  
 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH SURVEY REQUIREMENTS 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  
 
1. Per Chapter XI.A.2 of the County Subdivision Regulations, all Subdivision applications must 

also be in compliance with survey requirements of the Montana Subdivision and Platting 
Act.  
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As part of this Subdivision Application no new survey of the Subdivision is required.  
 
CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on Survey 
Requirements. 
 
 
THE PROVISION OF LEGAL AND PHYSICAL ACCESS TO EACH PARCEL WITHIN THE PROPOSED 
SUBDIVISION 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  
 
1. Per Section XI.F.4 of the County Subdivision Regulations, all subdivisions must provide legal 

and physical access to each parcel within the subdivision with notation of that access on the 
plat and any instrument of transfer concerning each parcel.  
 
 
All roads within the Subdivision have dedicated Public Road easements and shown on the 
final plat as Public Road easements. 

 
CONCLUSION: The proposed Amended Subdivision will not have an impact on Legal and 
Physical Access to Each Parcel within the Proposed Subdivision. 
  
Based on these findings of fact and conclusions for each criterion, the Commission concludes 
that the proposed Subdivision is supported under the criteria and standards of the Lewis and 
Clark County Subdivision Regulations. 
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BUFFALO HILLS ESTATES AMENDED SUBDIVISION - PHASE II 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

MARCH 14, 2025 

On March 14, 2025, the Lewis and Clark County Board of Commissioners held public meetings 
regarding the proposed Buffalo Hills Estates Amended Subdivision - Phase II located in the SW 
1/4 SE 1/4, Section 18, Township 20N, Range 6W, P.M.M., Lewis and Clark County, Montana.  

The preliminary approval is for the Buffalo Hills Estates Amended Subdivision - Phase II. To 
mitigate identified adverse impacts, this approval is subject to the following conditions: 

1. The Book and Page reference to amended restrictive covenants (filed with the County Clerk 
and Recorder) shall be indicated on the face of the plat. In addition, the following amended 
restrictive covenants, revocable or alterable only with the consent of the Board of County 
Commissioners, shall be placed upon the property and shall provide for the following:
(Mitigates Findings of Fact under Compliance with the Subdivision Regulations in this Staff 
Report) (Section 76-3-608(3)(a), MCA; Chapters I.C. and III.B., and XI., County Subdivision 
Regulations)  NOTE: Amendments to the restrictive covenants are shown in bold and 
underlined with strikeouts.

19. The raising, keeping, or confinement of livestock, with the exception of animals used for
4-H projects, is prohibited (Note: Lots 21,22, 23, and 27 are excluded from this covenant.

2. Prior to submitting the Final Subdivision Plat application, the Applicant, its successors and 
assigns, shall, at the Applicant’s expense provide documentation showing that the Applicant is 
the lawful owner of the property. (Mitigates Findings of Fact under
“Impacts on Compliance with the Subdivision Regulations”) (Section 76-3-612, MCA; Chapters

II.C. and Appendix D., County Subdivision Regulations)

3. This preliminary approval shall be in force for three (3) calendar years. At the end of this
approval period, the Board of County Commissioners may, at the request of the Applicant, its
successors and assigns, extend its approval if that approval period is included as a specific
condition of a written agreement between the Board of County Commissioners and the
Applicant, its successors and assigns. (Mitigates Findings of Fact under “Compliance with the
Subdivision Regulations”) (Section 76-3-617, 610 and 507, MCA; Chapter II.C.14, County
Subdivision Regulations). 
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X. REFERRAL AGENCY COMMENTS:
Requests for comments were sent to the following agencies: 

Address Coordinator  Road Supervisor 
Environmental Health Department  Augusta School District  
Floodplain Administrator Special Districts Coordinator 
Historic Preservation Officer Sheriff's Department 
Lewis & Clark Conservation District  Water Quality Protection District 
Public Works Construction Coordinator Weed District 
Public Works Engineer Augusta Fire District 
MSU Extension  

XI. GENERAL INFORMATION:
Statutory Timeframes

Review Timeline Requirements.  
Date Application Submitted: January 14, 2025 
Date Application Deemed Complete: January 22, 2025 
Date Application Deemed Sufficient: February 10, 2025 
Date Review Period Ends: April 1, 2025  

Public Notice Requirements 
Legal notice has been published in the Independent Record & The Times Standard, certified 
letters have been sent to all property owners adjacent to the proposed subdivision, and a 
public notice sign has been posted on-site.  

XII. ATTACHMENTS:
Exhibit A: Agency Comments  
Exhibit B: Public Comments  
Exhibit C: Buffalo Hills Estates Phase II Plat  
Exhibit D: Buffalo Hills Estates Phase II County Covenants 
Exhibit E: Buffalo Hills Estates Phase II Private Covenants 
Exhibit F: Buffalo Hills Estates Phase I Plat 
Exhibit G: Buffalo Hills Estates Phase I County Covenants 
Exhibit H: Buffalo Hills Estates Phase I Private Covenants 
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Exhibit A:  Agency Comments 
 

Public Works, LC County 
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Special Districts, LC County 
 

 
 
 

Addressing, LC County 
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Floodplain Administrator, LC County 
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Environmental Health, LC County 
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Exhibit B:  Public Comments 

1.  
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2. 
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